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Abstract

The present study attempts to evaluate the skills of middle school
science teachers from Medina with regards to teaching creative and
critical thinking to students, as well as to determine the influence of
experience in teaching on the teachers with regards to teaching thinking
skills to students. In order to achieve the goal of this study, the
researcher implemented the descriptive method. The study sample was
constituted of (25) middle school science teachers from Medina. 15
schools were selected in order to represent the different parts of the
city. The tool of study that was applied on the study sample was
observation cards developed by the researcher, in addition to a number
of statistical analyses to analyze data.

The results showed that the skills for teaching creative thinking
were average to high; the skills for teaching (articulacy) and
(elaboration) were high, whereas the skills for teaching (flexibility) and
(originality) were average. It became evident that the degree of skills for
teaching critical thinking was average; thus, the skills of teaching
(knowledge of assumptions), (interpretation), (discussion evaluation) and
(inference) were all average.

The results the one-way Anova test indicated the existence of a
statistically significant difference at significance level o= 0.05 for both
the skills to teach (articulacy) and (elaboration), favoring the years of
experience ranging from (6-10 vyears), and for the tool in its
entirety, results were in favor of the years of experience ranging from
(6-10 years). No statistically significant difference existed at significance
level o= (.05, for each both the skills to teach (erxibiIity) and
(originality). It was also indicated that no statistically significant
difference existed at significance level g= (.05, for the skills to teach
(knowledge of assumptions), (interpretation), (discussion evaluation),
and (inference), and for the tool in its entirety.
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In light of these results the researcher recommends the
implementation of a curriculum that takes into consideration the training
of teachers to teach thinking, as part of the teachers’ qualification
programs, holding training courses for teachers to train them in the skills
for teaching thinking through advanced science curricula that involve the
development of creative and critical thinking, improving means of
evaluation of teachers’ performance so as to include the evaluation of
the skills for teaching creative and critical thinking, as well as the
preparation of a regular educational pamphlet that introduces teachers
to the teaching behaviors pertaining to the development of thinking and
the method to implement these behaviors through the content of the
curriculum. The researcher finally recommends providing teachers with
feedback regarding their performance in order to overcome
shortcomings.
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