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Islamic Education Research in International Religious
Education Journals: An Analytical Study (2000-2024)
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Abstract:

This study explored the characteristics and thematic trends of
Islamic education research published in four internationally recognized
religious education journals indexed in Web of Science over a twenty-
five-year period (2000-2024). Using content analysis, 179 articles were
examined to identify their key themes, and the most influential works
based on citation counts. The findings revealed significant growth in the
number of articles and an expansion in their research scope. The focus
has shifted beyond students' religious identity issues to encompass
broader educational and social concerns. The findings also indicated that
cultural and social issues were the most frequently addressed topics (41
%), followed by teaching methods and learning models (20%), values
and ethics (16%), and educational administration and policies (13%),
while educational theory (6%) and historical traditions (5%) received the
least attention. The study further highlighted an increase in research
collaboration, greater participation of female researchers, and a rise in the
proportion of publications from Islamic countries. However, researchers
affiliated with Arab universities had limited representation in these four
journals. The study concluded with several recommendations,
highlighting the importance of keeping pace with global research trends
in religious education. It also encourages global publishing practices to
enhance the worldwide impact of Islamic education research.

Keywords: research, Islamic studies education, research trends,
content analysis.
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