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Abstract:

The State of Kuwait is keen on making laws for different categories
of people with disabilities in order to preserve their rights to a decent life
and meet their rights, needs and aspirations in public institutions so that
they may become a tributary of development indicators. Therefore, the
present study aimed at identifying the library services available to
people with motor disabilities at academic libraries, and also the
difficulties and challenges facing those with motor disabilities when they
visit academic libraries at their educational institutions from the point of
view of librarians through a descriptive survey study. It is noticed that
the studies conducted on people with motor disabilities are fewer than
those conducted on other categories of disabled people.

The tool designed for this study was a three—point questionnaire
which consisted of three main sections which included three main axes.
After establishing its validity and reliability, the questionnaire was
electronically administered to librarians of different positions at higher
education institutions. The sample involved 9( librarians drawn from the
libraries of Public Authority for Applied Education and Training and
Kuwait University. The data collected were then statistically analyzed
using SPSS Version 25.

The results of the study indicate that the academic libraries for
people with motor disabilities at higher education institutions in Kuwait
do not have facilities that help persons with motor disabilities to use and
move in them due to their inappropriate design. These libraries do not
have specialized staff to deal with persons with motor disabilities. The
results of the study also indicate that there are no statistically significant
differences in T-values for the demographic variables in general, except
for the first section on library services in which the differences were in
favor of librarian holding a Ph.D. degree.

Keywords: Motor disability — Academic library — People with special
needs — Kuwait.
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